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INTRODUCAO

Esta recolha retine excertos de oito obras estrangeiras publicadas num
periodo compreendido entre 1823 e 1835. Apesar de nada acrescentarem ao que
ja sabe através de outras fontes bem mais informadas (como o manuscrito de
Jodo da Rosa), todas elas tém a particularidade de falarem, mais ou menos
pormenorizadamente, e com mais ou menos erros, na revolta de Olh&o contra
os franceses. Através destes excertos ficamos com a (triste) impressdo de que
nesse periodo, a revolta dos pescadores de Olhao, Olhdo, Olham ou Olha
(conforme os proéprios textos) era mais reconhecida no estrangeiro do que hoje
em Portugal... E o motivo néo era para menos: afinal, tinha sido uma auténtica
rebelido popular (no verdadeiro sentido do termo) contra umas tropas que,
supostamente, eram das mais poderosas da Europa.

Cabe dar o devido destaque ao texto do General Foy, militar francés que
esteve em Portugal nas trés invasdes. Trata-se de uma obra publicada
postumamente, pela sua esposa, que recolheu e organizou as suas memorias.
Segundo se depreende da sua leitura, Foy, apesar de derrotado nas trés vezes
gue invadiu Portugal, deu o devido valor a revolta dos olhanenses, sobre os
quais diz serem uns “pauvre pécheurs, parmi les Algarves réputés les plus
doux des Portugais”. Mas mais curioso ainda é o facto de Foy ser mais
imparcial a relatar o que se passou em Olh&o, apesar de cometer alguns erros,
do que um militar farense como Sebastido Cabreira (s6 para se dar um
exemplo). Raz&o tinha Foy para omitir este humilhante episdédio (como o fez
um colega seu de armas que também veio a Portugal, o general Thiébault, que
deturpou e omitiu grande parte do que se passou no Algarve num livro que
também escreveu), e no entanto ndo o fez... Resta acrescentar que um dos textos
aqui inseridos (dos quais deixamos abaixo a lista, em ordem cronoldgica de
publicacdo) é precisamente uma traducdo inglesa da obra original de Foy,
sendo que o texto italiano também parece ser um decalque desta mesma fonte.

1. John James MCGREGOR, History of the French Revolution and of the wars resulting from
that memorable event, 1823.

2. SCHEPELER, Geschichte der Revolution Spaniens und Portugal und besonders des daraus
entstandenen Krieges, 1826.

3. General Fov, Histoire de la guerre de la péninsule sous Napoléon, 1827.

4. Robert SOUTHEY, History of the Peninsular War, 1828.

5. General Foy, History of the War in the Peninsula, under Napoleon, 1829 [traducéo
inglesa].

6. Cesare De LAUGIER, Fasti i vicende dei Popoli Italiani, 1831.

7. José MuRoz MALDONADO, Historia Politica y Militar de la Guerra de la Independencia de
Espafia, 1833.

8. Conde de TORENO, Historia del Levantamiento, Guerra y Revolucion de Espafia, 1835.






" HISTORY

OF THE :

FRENCH REVOLUTION

AND OF

THE WARS
RESULTING FROM THAT MEMORABLE EVENT.
‘ COMPREHENDING
THE POLITICAL AND MILITARY ANNALS OF F:UROPE,
' FROM THE
Meceting of the States General at Versailles, in 1729,
TO THE

BATTLE OF WATERLOO,

AND THE

SECOND SURRENDER OF PARIS.

COLLECTED FROM THE BEST AUTHORITIES,

BY

JOHN JAMES M‘GREGOR :

AND EMBELLISHED WITH PORTRAITS, MAPS, AND PLANXS,

His arlifices are infinite: his celerity is beyond belief: he is all at once encamped
with on army in some place before even its march is known ; and that army is com-
manded by a man devoured by the most insatiable ambition,
’ DE Parw.

VOL. IX.

Bublin ¢

PRINTED BY CHRISTOPHER BENTHAM.

1823



' The flame of ivsurrection now spread with the
rapidity of lightning through the whole of the
north of Portugal. In the little town of Olhao, .
as well as in many other places, an edict was posted
up, by order of Junot, calling upon the Portu-
guese totake uparmsagainstthe Spanish insurgents.
Jose Lopez de Sousa, a Portuguese colonel, tore it
down, and, turning to the by-standers, exclaimed,
“Ah, Portuguese, we no longer deserve that name,
and we are now nothing!” The people exclaimed
with one voice, that they were still Portuguese,
and ready to lay down their lives for their reli-
gion, their prince, and their country. They
instantly flew to the church, appointed Lopez
their commander, and seized the cannon at
the little fort of Ammona on the coast. General
. Morain, the French governor of Algarve, who
resided at Faro, sent a detachment to quell the
insurrection at Olhao, but they were repulsed
with loss, and the inhabitants at Faro, headed by
‘2 countryman, taking advantage of their absence,
made the remainder of the garrison, amounting
to one hundred and seventy men,with their general,
prisoners. The detachment sent against Olhao
fled to Mertola, where there was a division of
French destined to enter Spain and succour
Dupont, but this plan was frustrated by the
vigilance of the English corps under General
Spencer, and in forty-eight hours, the whole
province of Algarve had recovered its liberty,
part of the provinces of Beira and Minho, rose in
arms at the same time, and & very numerous forcz

both of regular troops and peasantry was soon
collected in the north of Portugal.-

“In pp. 72-73.
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Diefer Legstere evhiekt bie Weifung, bid auf nkbere Nachridy
ten ‘vom Anmarfh Dupont’s in Alenfejo au verbleiben, . Er
befegte demnady Eftremo; und €vera, und verRicfte die Gdes
nifon von Elvas. — Ju Algarben fommanbivte, wihrend dee
Reantheit des Oberften Maurin, der Ober Waranfin, und
die frangdfifdyen. Teappen Hicrfelbft Geflandess. aus: der. Legion
des Siden, 1 DVataillon vegubister Jnfantevie; 1 Shwadven
Dragoner und 1 Kompagnie Artifferie, Sie waren in Mers:
tola, ‘Iama ‘und Bifla Real vertheilt; 200 Wann in %m
ﬁcmd)tm bafc(b(t ben franfen Maurin. ,

Ehe nun nody fpanifdhe Schiffe im SGunadiana und mgﬁs
fde Hilfstroppen an dev Kife Algarbens erfdienen, brad
dafelbft die Revolution aus, und swar. durd eine Protiamation
Junot’s, bdie fie verhindern folite. Nacy ber Cntwefnung
der fpanifdhen Teuppen in Liffabon,- welder wieiter. unten Sey
wahnung gefdhieht, forderte ev- ndmbidy die Pormagicen auf,
fith mit den Franjofen gegen die Spanier smd Snglinder 3u
vereinigen. Dies Protiam, in afle Peovingen- g dhiekt, wurde
audy. in, Olhao, einem Orte jwifdien Taviva und Favo, an die
Kichenthile gefdhlagen. Am Frobnieidhnargstage, den 16tea
Suni, verfammelte fid viel. Bolts vor der Kivdhe, .und las
it Unwillen die Auffordetung, ald der in Offas pvdfgezogene
Oberft Jofeph Lopes de Soruefa crfd)fm. Diefer vif das. Pas
pler heruriter und in Stiden, vedete Bas Bolt an, und feite
dued) flammende Wotte' das pottugiefifde Blut fo in Bewe
gung, daf in demfelben Augenblicke der Aufitand befchlofen
und Lopes zum Geneval erwdhit wurde. Dian ging nun in
die Rirdye, Hivte Meflen, und profiamicte barauf die. Kdnigin:
und den PLringen von Vrafilien. ‘

- Der neue Seneral bemddhtigte fidh wmt Qynmm auf



der Varre vdn Armond und des Pubvers im Fort San Los
veno, eine Mrile von Olhaoe Der- Hauptmann Mefive fudyte
Waffen anf des Creugenden englifdyen Schiffen, und va diefe
fie ihm hicht geben foninten; Golte. er ¢inige von Ayamonte.

Die Franpofen in Favo, unter deverr BVefehl audy ein pot:
tuglefifdies Aviillevies Negiment fand, fuditen die Jmfurvettion
durdy portugiefifdhe Offizieve ju ddinpfen, oder doc) wenigfiens
fo viel Qeit ju gewinuen;, um Werftirfung dus Billa NReal
und Tavita erhaltein ju. thenen. . 3n fegterer Stadt dhifften
i 80 MRimn in drei Gifcherbdten nad) Faro ein, allein Weftve
Beathte fie mit cinet bewaffneten Barfe nad)y Olhao aufe Die
SGewehre diefer Sefangenert Halfen wenig dem grofien Waffens
mangel ab, aber deffen ungeadytet griffen die Dauern nod; benyels
Gen Tag 200 von Willa Reul nad) Fars mavfdhiende Feinde an.

Nadh Aifunfe diefes Detajdements befdyof der frangdfifche
Qommandant Gacnier, die Snfurgenten aus einander fu fprens
gent, und dem 19ten vicBters bie Franjofen mit jwei Seldfticken
wnd. einer Haubige, durdy Pottugiefen bedient; gegert die Baw
enmadit in Ofhao, deten Oberbefehl Lopes und Weftre dem
Prior dafelBt dbergeben Hatten, da fie, um Waffen und Hlfss
truppen ju Holen, nad) Apantorite - eilten. Die Snfurgenten
traten in Untechanblungen mit Garnier, als der Aufrubr aud
i Favo audbrad); we nuc cine fleine Abtheifung Franjofen
gebliehen war..

“In pp. 387-388.
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Lis sentimens qui animaient la ville opulente
d'Oporto et les rudes habitans de Tras-os-Mon-
tes, se déployaient en méme temps et avec le
méme éclat, 4 Vautre extrémité du royaume,
sur une cote habitée par de pauvres pécheurs,
parmi les Algarves réputés les plus doux des
Portugais. Le 16 juin, les habitans du village
d'Olhio étaient attroupés, lisant 4 la porte de
I'église la proclamation que Junot avait faite
aprés le désarmement des Espagnols. Un co-
lonel, José Lupez de Souza, qui, avant l'occu-
pation étrangére, commandait la petite place
de ;Villa-Real de Santo-Antonio , arracha. le
placard. « Necroyez pas & ces mensonges, mes
» -amis; les Francais nous trompent, nous pil-
» lent, nous avilissent..... Nous ne sommes
» plus des Portugais.... nous sommes indignes
» de ce nom.» Ces paroles du colonel vont
au cceur de ceux qui 'entendent, ils courraient
aux armes sil y avait des armes dans le vil-
lage. José Lopez envoie 4 l'escadre anglaise
en croisiére sur la cote, demander des fusils,



et comme on ne peut pas lui en donner, il
s'adresse a4 la Jupte espagnole d’Ayamonte.
Avant que les armes solent arrivées, les habi-
tans d'Olhdo montent sur leurs barques, se di-
rigent vers le fort d’Armona, enlévent deux
piéces de la batterie de cite et vont prendre
des munitions dans le fort de Santo-Locenco .
qui défend Y'entrée de la barre de Faro. Ils aper-
coivent dans le canal entre les iles et la cote,
trois barques chargées de soldats francais, qui
allaient de Tavira & Faro. Ils vont 4 elles et
les forcent d'amener.

Les Francais n'avaient pas plus de meof
cents hommes dans les Algarves ; outre quel-
ques compagnies de la légion du Midi, a Al-
coutim , le reste étant placé en réserve & Mer-
tola, un bataillon du vingt-sixiéme , cinquante
chasseurs et cinquante canonniers éparpillés a
Alcoutim , Villal-Real de San-Antonio , Tavira
et Faro. Le général Maurin commandant la
province était dans cette derniére ville, ma-
lade au point de ne pouvoir étre transporté.
Maransin, colonel de la légion du Midi, exer-



cuit le commandement actif. T1 apprend 4
Villa-Real de San-Antomio, ou il dirigeait la
‘construction d'une batterie contre la place es-
pagnole d'Ayamonte située vis-d-vis sur l'au-
tre rive de la Guadiana, il apprend la révolte
d'Olhio. Aussitdt il accourt & Faro avec deux

cents Francais et avec les canonniers portugais
du régiment des Algarves, sur lesquels il

comptait comme sur ses propres troupes. Les
insurgés d'Olhdo veulent s'opposer & son pas-
sage etsontrenversés, Le corrégidormor Goguet
rassemble les magistrats de Faro, leur peint
le déluge de calamités qui va pleuvoir sur leur
pays. Ils sont saisis d’effroi, le capitaine d’artil-
lerie Gaviel s'abouche avec les insurgés d'Ol-
hio. Ils se voient avec effroi en campagne i
portéé des troupes francaises; ils sont d'ailleurs
tous marins et pécheurs; on leur permet , outre
I'oubli du passé, de ne pas les inquiéter dans
Pexercice de leur profession, et de les laisser
chercher le thon jusque dans la haute mer.
Lopez qui a déchiré la proclamation francaise et
Sebastido-Martin Mestre qui a commandé l'in-



surrection embarquée, s'enfuient en Espagne.

Cepexpant au bruit du tumulte d'Olhéo sont
descendus des montagnes une foule de paysans
armés, qui veulent avoir part a la gloire de
leurs compatriotes du bord de la mer. Les
Francais, obligés de tenir la campagne, n'ont
dansFaro, avec leur général malade, qu'un petit
nombre de soldats ouvriers attachés au dépét
de la légion du Midi et du 26* régiment d'in-
fanterie. Pendant que la ville est ainsi aban-
donnée A elle - méme, un marchand, Bento
Alvarez da Silva Canedo, monte au clocher de
I'église des Carmes et sonne le tocsin. A ce
signal, la population s'émeut. Le régiment
d'artillerie portugais se joint 4 ses compatriotes
et tourne ses armes contre ceux auxquels il
avait obéi jusqu’alors. On livre aux Anglais le
général malade et une centaine de Francais qui
sont dans la ville. Il n'y avait aucun metif rai-
sonnable pour aventurer, 4 soixante lieues de
Lishonne, une poignée de Francais menacés



par les Espagnols d’'Ayamonte, et par les arme-
mens anglais presque toujours en vue. Le

corps réuni & Tavira alla, par Zambugal, re-
joindre le gros de la légion du Midi 2 Mertola. .

“In pp. 228-231.
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Insurre. — When Loison, upon the first apprehension of
ham. danger, was sent to occupy Porto, General Avril
was instructed, at the same time, to take pos-
session of Estremoz and Evora, for the purpose
of holding Alem-Tejo in subjection, and to give
orders for securing Algarve. General Maurin
commanded for the French in this kingdom, as
it is designated, the smallest but richest province
in Portugal: owing to his illness the command

had devolved upon Col. Maransin, who received



instructions to occupy Mertola as well as Al- CHAP.
coutim, for guarding the Guadiana against the
Spaniards; and to protect the coast from Faro, 1808
the greatest port in that province, to Villa Real,
the frontier town, at the mouth of the river.
Maransin, however, was not left at leisure to
do this. . Junot’s proclamation, announcing the
seizure of the Spanish troops, expressing his satis-
faction with the Portugueze for their peaceable
deportment, and promising to instruct them in
the art of war, had been fixed upon the church
door at Olham, a small fishing village about four
miles from the city of Faro. The governor of
Villa Real, Col. José Lopes de Sousa, happening
to be in that village on the day of the Corpo de
Deos, as he was going into the church stopped
to see what the people were reading. The lan-
guage of that proclamation proved how little
Junot understood the character of the nation to
which it was addressed; it wounded that high
sense of national honour for which the Portugueze
are remarkable, and Lopes, giving way to-an
honourable feeling of indignation, tore the paper
down, and trampled upon it; then turning to
- the bystanders, exclaimed, ¢ Ah, Portugueze,
we no longer deserve that name. . we are nothing
now!” But.they answered, that they were still
Portugueze, and swore that they were ready to
lay down their lives for their religion, their
Prince, and their country. Though the impulse
had thus been given, and the determination of
the parties formed, théy did not neglect the re-




CHAP.

1808.
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Neves, iii.
270—275.

Success of
the insur.

Zents.

ligious duties of the day, but entered the church
peaceably, and attended mass. That done, they
proclaimed the Queen and Prince Regent in the
porch, and called upon Lopes to be their general.
Heé without delay prepared an address to the
people, and sent for two pieces of artillery and
some powder from an island at the bar of Armona,
and from Fort Lorenzo on the bar of Faro.
These were secured before the French in Faro
could hear of the projected insurrection. Two
agents also went off to the English squadron; .
the means which were at the commandant’s dis-
posal had probably been all disposed of to the Spa-
niards; they proceeded therefore to Ayamonte,
and performed their errand with such good speed,
that on the following night they returned to
Olham with 180 muskets from the Junta of that
city.

The greater part of Maransin’s force was sta
tioned at Mertola, the rest was at Tavira and
Villa Real, except 200 men at Faro. But before
the news reached Faro a larger body of fisher-
men and peasantry had collected than 200 men
could with any prudence have attacked. The

"French therefore sent for reinforcements from

Villa Real and Tavira. From the latter place
fourscore men embarked for Faro in three caics.
The fishermen of Olham, confident in their skill
upon the water, set out to intercept them under
Captain Sebastiam Martins Mestre, one of those
persons who had opened a communication with
the English fleet and with Ayamonte. So little



were the French prepared for such an encounter, CHAP.
that they surrendered: without resistanee, and

thus the insurgents obtained a seasonable supply 2%
of arms. They were not long allowed to enjoy
their victory; about 200 French arrived from
Villa Real to assist their countrymen at Faro,
and they marched against Olham. The Portu-
gueze met them half way, and disposed an am-
buscade to receive them: their own eagerness
prevented its success; but they behaved so well
in a skirmish which ensued, that the enemy
thought it not prudent to advance. This was
the third day of the insurrection, and the people
of Faro had as yet made no manifestation in its
favour. The chamber of that city had, on the 7# Ciom-
contrary, issued an edict against the insurgents, pidh i
for what it denominated a riotous and scandalous §o ¢
attempt against the security of the nation, saying

that their conduct would brand the Portugueze

with the infamous stain of ingratitude, and warn-

ing them against the severe punishment which
awaited them if they persisted in their framtic

and desperate attempt. This edict was posted

up in Olham; and it so evidently affected the
people, in whom great excitement and fatigue

had now produced proportionate exhaustion, that

Lopes and Mestre, who had been hurt in the Neves, i
skirmish, thought it prudent to carry their pn- Obeorvucir
soners to Spain, and go themselves to solicit aid 35, s
from the Juntas at Ayamonte and at Seville.

Maransin, not aware of their departune, amd Tnsurres.

amxious to lose no time m suppressing a Spint Faro.




cHAP. the consequences of which he had so much rea-
' son to dread, sent out three pieces of cannon to
J308.  his detachment, and for want of French troops,
a party of fifty Portugueze artillerymen, under
Lieutenant Belchior Drago, an officer much more
inclined to act against the enemies of his country
than with them. Meantime. the commander of
the French, having learnt that the people of
Olham were wavering, succeeded in obtaining a
conference with some of them, and proposed
terms. He promised them a free pardon, if they
would return to their. obedience; said that they
should be protected in their fishery, and that
even Lopes himself should be no otherwise
punished than by forbidding him to appear in
that place. The persons to whom these con-
ditions were propounded listened to them will-
ingly, and expressed an opinion that the people
would probably assent, if the Portugueze au-
thorities in Faro gave their sanction to the pro-
posals. Some of the .magistrates accordingly
went to conclude this agreement with the Prior
of Olham, a zealous Portugueze, to whom, in the
~absence of Lopes and Mestre, the insurgents
looked as their proper counsellor and ruler. But
at this moment, when the French by mere au-
thority had nearly quelled. the insurrection, the
spell was broken, and they were made sensible
that they had relied too confidently upon the
terror of their name. . A few Faro-men met in
the shop of one Bento Alvares da Silva Canedo,
and determined, while the. French. troops were

absent, to raise the city against them. .

*In pp. 88-93.
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The feelings which animated the opulent city of
Oporto, and the rude peasantry of Tras-os-Montes,
broke forth, at the same time, and with the same
ardency, at the opposite extremity of the kingdom,
on a coast inhabited by poor fishermen, among
the Algarvians, who are considered as the mildest
of the Portuguese. On the 16th of June, the in-
habitants of the village of Olhéo had got together
at the church door, and were reading the proclama-
tion which Junot issued after his having disarmed
the Spaniards. Colonel José Lopez de Souza, who,
before the foreign invasion, was governor of the
small fortress of Villa Real de San Antonio, tore
down the placard. “Do not believe these falsehoods,
my friends! the French deceive us, plunder us,
degrade us. We are no longer Portuguese. ...
we are unworthy of the name!” This speech of
the Colonel’s went to the hearts of his hearers, and
they would have run to arms, had there been any
in the village. José Lopez set off to the English
squadron, which was on the coast, and requested
to be furnished with muskets ; and as it was unable
to supply them, he addressed himself to the Spanish
Junta at Ayamonte. Before the arms arrived, the
inhabitants of Olhdo embarked in their boats, rowed
towards the fort of Armona, carried off two can-
nons from the coast battery, and then went to
procure ammunition from the fort of Santo Lo-
renco, which defends the entrance of the bar of
Faro. In the channel, between the isles and the
coast, they saw three barks filled with French sol-
diers, who were going from Tavira to Faro. These
they compelled to surrender.

The French had not more than nine hundred .
men in Algarve, besides some companies of the
legion of the South at Alcoutim; the remainder
were posted in reserve at Mertola, while a battalion
of the twenty-sixth, fifty chasseurs, and fifty cannon-
eers, were distributed at Alcoutim, Villa Real de



San Antonio, Tavira and Faro. General Maurin,
who held the command in the province, was in the
latter town, so ill as to be incapable of being re-
moved. The active command was exercised by
Colonel Maransin, of the legion of the South,
who was at Villa Real de San Antonio, directing
the construction of a battery against the Spanish
town of Ayamonte, on the opposite bank of the
Guadiana, when he learned the revolt of Olhéo.
He immediately hurried to Faro, with two hundred
French troops, and with the Portuguese cannoneers
of the regiment of Algarve, on whom he reckoned
as on his own soldiers. The insurgents of Olhéo
endeavoured to stop his progress, but were soon
dispersed. Goguet, the corregidor mor, assem-
bled the magistrates of Faro, and represented to
them the deluge of calamities which was about to
burst on their country. They were seized with
terror. In the meanwhile, Gaviel, a captain of
artillery, held a parley with the insurgents of Olhdo.
They trembled to see themselves in the open field,
within reach of the French ; they were, besides, all
sailors and fishermen. A promise was made to
them that the past should be forgotten, that they
should not be disturbed in the exercise of their
calling, and that they should be allowed to carry on
the tunny fishery in the high seas. Lopez, who
tore down the French proclamation, and Sebastiao-
Martin Mestre, who had commanded the party in
the boats, took flight to Spain.

The report of the rising at Olhdo had, meantime,
brought down from the mountains a multitude of
armed peasants, anxious to participate in the glory
of their fellow-countrymen on the coast. Obliged
to keep the field, the French had in Faro only a
working detachment of troops, attached to the depot
of the legion of the South and of the twenty-sixth
regiment of infantry. While the town was thus
left to itself, one Bento Alvarez da Silva Canedo,
a shopkeeper, mounted the belfry of the Carmelite



church, and rang the alarm-bell. At this signal the
populace broke forth into revolt. The Portuguese
regiment of artillery joined their countrymen, and
turned their arms against those whom they had
hitherto obeyed. The sick general, and a hundred
Frenchmen who were in the town, were given up_
to the English. There was now no rational motive
for risking, at the distance of sixty leagues from
Lisbon, a handful of French, who were at once
threatened by the Spaniards in Ayamonte, and by
the English ships, which were almost always in
sight. In consequence, the corps assembled at Ta-
vira marched by Zambugal, to rejoin the main body
of the legion of the South, at Mertola.-

*In pp. 448-451.
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I sentimenti che animavano la ricca cittd
di Oporto, e i rozzi abitanti di Tras-os-Mon-
tes, dispiegavansi contemporaneamente con lo
stesso fracasso all’altra estremity del regno ,
fra gli Algarvi.

Il 16 giugno gli abitanti del villaggio
di Olhao erano attruppati, leggendo alla porta
della Chiesa il proclama che Junot aveva pub-
blicato dopo il disarmo degli Spagnuoli. Ua
colonnello, José¢ Lopez de Suza, che prima
dell’ occupszione straniera comandava la pic-
cola piazza di Filla Real deSanto Antonio,
strappd I’afisso. « Non credete, egli disse,
« a queste menzogne, amici miei; i Francesi
« ¢’ingannano, ci derubano, e ci avvilisco-
« no. . . Noi non siamo pilt Portoghesi . . .
« siamo indegni di un tal nome. » Queste
parole del colonnello scendono al cuore dj
coloro che le odono: dessi chiedono delle ar-



mi, spediscono a dimandarne slla crociera
inglese sulla costa, la quale non avendo mez-
zi per appagarli, li dirige alla giunta Spa-
gnuols &’ 4gamonte. Prima che le armi sieno
giunte, gli abitanti di Olhao montano sulle
loro barche, si dirigono verso il forte di Ar-
mona, rapiscono i due cannoni situati quivi
in batteria, e vanno a provvedersi di munizioni
nel forte di Santo-Locenco, che difende 1'in-
gresso della bocea del Faro. Scorgono nel ca-
nale fra le isole e la costa, tre barche cariche
di soldati Francesi, che andavano da Zavira
a Faro, le corrono addosso e le rostringono
ad ammainare. :

Junot non aveva negli Algarvi che la le-
gione Piemontese, ( o del mezzo giorno), al-
cune compagnie del 26. reggimento Francese,
50 cacciatori e 50 ecannonieri sparpagliati ad
Alcoutim, Villa-Real de Sant-Antonio,
Tavira e Faro, in tutto Qoo uomini. In Mer«
tola stava acquartierato il numero maggiore.
Queste truppe custedivano e difendevano il
corso della Guadiana.

Minacciavano gl’ insorgenti Spagnuoli del-
I’ Andalusia e dell’ Estremadura Xla traversare
il detto fiume, e venire a porger la manoagli
insorti Algarvi. Gid alcune scialuppe cenno-
niere, venute da Cadice e penetrate nella Gua-
diana, mostratesi dinanzi a ¥illa-Realed A11-
coutim, sbarcato avevano in un punto libero



dalle truppe Francesi, due milafucili ele mu-
nizioni proporzionate.

I1 generale Maurir, comandante la provfi-
cia, trovavasi in Faro gravemente ammalato.
Maransini, colonnello della Legione Piemonte-
se, suppliva alle funzioni del generale impedi-
to. Staccato a Villa Real de Sant’ Antonio-
per dirigere la costruzione di uma batteria,
contro la piazza Spagnuola d’ fyamonte, si
tuata alla sponda opposta della Guadiana, non
appena gli & nota la rivolta d’ Olhao, che cor-
re a quella volta con 200 Piemontesi ed i can-
nonieri portoghesi delle £lgarvi, sopra i quali
contava come sopra le sue stesse truppe. I
paesani d’ Olkan oppostisi al suo passaggio so-
no rovesciati. Spaventati da quel dis-stro, e
dalle sue conseguenze, impetrono e ottengcano
il perdono.

Frattanto alla voce del tumulio di Olhkao,
scendono dalle montagne una folla di paesani
armati, che ardono di partecipare alla gloria
acquistata dai loro concittadini sulla sponda
del mare. 1 Napoleonici obbligati a batter la
campagna, non hanno in Faro per guardia del
loro generale ammalato, che uno scarso nu-
mero di soldati operai, addetti al deposito del-
la legione piemoantese, e del 26 Reggimento
di fanteria. ,

Mentre la citth ¢ in tal guisa abbando-
nata a sé stessa, sedici bastimenti da guerra



Inglesi e 40.da trasporto con 5 mila uomini
della stessa nazione, appariscono all’imbocca-
tura della. Guadiana, e sbarcano elcuni bat-
taglioni. Un mercante, Bento Alvarez da Sil-
va Canedo, sale sul campanile della chiesa del
Carmine e si pone a suonare a stormo. A que-
sto segn#le la popolazione si muove. Il reggi-
mento d’ srtighieria portoghese si unisce it
suoi compatriotti, e rivolge le armi con-
tro quelli ai quali aveva fin’ allora obbedito.
GV’ Inglesi avavnzano, e s’ impadroniscono del.
generale ammalato, e di circa dyeeento Fran-
cesi del 26, e 4o piemontesi della Legio-
ne. La guarnigione di Alcoutim, dopo una
lunga e valorosa resistenza, subisce la medesi-
m3 sorte. Non vi era alcun motivo plausibile
per avventurare a 6o leghe da Lisbona, un
cosi _scarso numero di truppe, minacciate
costantemente dagli Spagouoli di Ayoman-
te, e dagli srmamenti Inglesi qussi sempre
in vista, 1l resto della Legione, riunito a Za-
vira, assalito per ogni lato da migliaia e mi-
gliaia di nemici, andd per Zambugal a ran-
nodarsi al rimanente delle truppe Piemontesi
a Mertola. .

“In pp. 122-125.
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El éxito de la eampainia del Portugal no fue
menos funesto 4 los franceses. Este Reino se ha-
llaba en el estado de insurreccion que anterjor-
mente hemos manifestado, y los valicntes lusi-
tanos auxiliados de los espaioles de Cadiz que
hicieron parecer delante de Villareal de Alcou-
tin én la embocadura del Guadiana algunas cha-
lupas cafioneras, y de los de Estremadura que
marcharon 4 su socorro, se levantaron del todo
contra sus opresores. Poco tiempo despues, 16
navios de gucrra ingleses y 40 transportes con
"5.000 hombres de tropas de la misma nacion,
aparecieron en la embocadura del Guadiana,
desembarcaron algunos batallones en Faro é hi-
cieron sublevar toda la parte oriental de los Al-
garbes. Animado. por el Coronel Lopez de Sousa
el pequeiio pueblo de Olhao, proclamé al gobier-
no legitimo, tomando al propio tiempo medidas
de defensa. El General Maurin envié desde Faro
para someterle dos destacamentos de granade-
ros y cazadores, que fueron rechazados: el Gene-
xal frances reforzé estas tropas,, quedandose con
cortisima guarnicion en Faro : sus habitantes se
aprovecharon de esta circunstancia, y se apoderas<
ron del castillo haciendo prisionero al General y
a los 150 franceses, que era toda su fuerza. Mau-
rin se hallaba entonces enfermo en cama, y fue
transportado como prisionero a bordo de un bu-
que inglés, _

El desembarco de estos en los Algarbes, y la
Insurreccion consiguiente de aquella provincia,
fueron la sefial para el levantamiento general de
todo el reino. -

*In pp. 379-380
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Levantamien-

to de los Al-
gerbes.

El haber desarmado 4 los espaiioles de Lis-
boa motivo la insurreccion de los Algarbes, y
por consecuencia la de todo el mediodia de Por-
tugal. Gobernaba aquella provincia de parte de
los franceses el general Maurin, 4 quien estan-
do enfermo substituyé el coronel Maransin.
Eran cortas las tropas que estaban 4 sus orde-
nes , y cuidadoso dicho gefe con los alborotos,
habia salido para Villa-real en donde construia
una bateria que asegurase aquel punto contra
los ataques de Ayamonte. Ocupado en guare-
cerse de un peligro, otro mas inmediato vino a
distraerle y consternarle. Era el 16 de junio

“cuando Olhid, pequeiio pueblo de pescadores 4

una legua de Faro se sublevé 4 la lectura de una
proclama que habia publicado Junot con oca-
sion de haber desarmado 4 los espaiioles. Dié el
coronel José Lopez de Sousa ei) rimer grito
contra los franceses, que fue repetido por toda
la poblacion. Este alboroto estuvo i punto de
apaciguarse ; pero obligado Maransin que habia
acudido al primer ruido 3 salir de Faro para
combatir 4 los paisanos que levantados descen-
dian de las montanas que parten término con el
Alentejo, se sublevé & su vez dicha ciudad de
Faro, formo una junta, se puso en comunica-
cion con los ingleses, y llevo 4 bordo de sus na-

vios al enfermo general Maurin y 4 los pocos
franceses que estaban en su compaiiia.-

“In pp. 290-291.






